CHICAGO SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

Part II, Appendix 1, Activity 2
The Chicago Section National Chemistry Week Celebration, 2004

The Chicago Section's Chemistry Week Celebration was coordinated with the “Health and Wellness” national theme.  Our primary activities were focused during a day-long event on Saturday 23 October 2004 at Loyola University Chicago’s Lakeside Campus.  This event attracted about 940 students and about 200 adults.  The activities were supported by 20 exhibitor organizations (about 40 people), and 15 High School demonstrators, 4 speakers focusing on Health, medicinal plants, food, and engineering your future, and over 100 volunteer workers, including many ACS members.  We have continued to extend our relationship with area educational organizations, and as a result the total attendance was near out previous record.  On this clear day, students came to have a good time and learn more about how chemistry affects their lives, and in particular they learned how recent advances in science and technology have helped improve our health.  The large number of students kept the volunteers at the registration desk busy distributing the proof-of-attendance slips that we have co-developed with area teachers.  The students were instructed to return completed (signed, stamped, and stickers attached) forms to their science and chemistry teachers to verify each student’s level of participation.

Wider distribution of our flyer, especially to Chicago Public School teachers, and the inclusion of a Spanish version were probably important contributors to this solid attendance.  In addition, a high school chemistry teacher workshop, organized by the ACS High School Committee, ran concurrently on another floor in the building.  The separate distribution of another flyer that included the Chemistry Day announcement was also important in that workshop.  Eleven teachers worked on a previous Chemistry Olympiad experiment and an AP chemistry lab practical.  Five Boy Scouts and Cub scouts also completed activity badges during this event.  The teachers did a wonderful job presenting a Chemical Halloween Show.
A team of volunteers was positioned at the registration desk at the back of the lecture hall during the entire day to provide information and directions to exhibits, demonstrations, and presentations.  Volunteers were trained to welcome students and distribute attendance record forms.   The initial crowd was overwhelming and created some traffic flow problems.

Chemical demonstrations were conducted all day by a group of 15 volunteer HS teachers and drew a continuous stream of students.  These demonstrations were designed for high student interest.  The efforts were coordinated with area teachers, who could track student activities and interest through the use of attendance forms.  The exhibits were well attended with students asking many questions.  The hands-on projects, included “pH is pHun”, which examined the acidity of various household materials, and circular chromatography, which demonstrated the power of chromatography to separate dye mixtures, ran continuously from 9:30 to 2:30.  Some additional hands-on projects were conducted by various exhibitors.  The poster-making contest had 51 entries, and there were 10 entries for the poetry contest.

The Marcella Niehoff School of Nursing provided two teams of nursing students who talked with the students about healthy living, measured blood pressures and Body Mass Indices for each student and then plotted the results on a large chart outside the room in which they were working.

A glassblowing demonstration from Argonne National Labs was a particular hit.  A BP exhibit also filled the halls with many interested students.

The day also featured a series of lectures chosen for relevance and interest to the students.  Dr. Christine Brooms spoke first on “Using Science to Engineer your Future”.  As a young African-American woman who has worked as a consultant and soon will be a chemistry faculty member, she represented a Chicago-area person who had succeeded both academically and professionally.   Dr. Geoff Cordell, of the College of Pharmacy at the University of Illinois at Chicago, spoke of isolation of bioactive compounds from plants in a talk entitled “Medicines in Your Backyard”.  Dr. Mary Kirchhoff, from the ACS Green Chemistry Institute, spoke on “Healthy Living Through Green Chemistry”.  Dr. Sara Risch, of Science by Design, but now at Michigan State University, spoke on “Good for You Foods that Taste Good”.  The attendance at the talks ranged from 85 for the first talk to over 100 for each of the subsequent talks.   

Michael Heinz, of Glenbard High School, organized the Chemical Demonstrators.   The Finale, “Is it Chemistry or Magic?” was performed by Otis Rothenberger and James Webb from Illinois State University and was held in the large lecture room after the four topical speakers had finished.  The Finale was attended by over 170 students and adults.

Student volunteers came from ACS Affiliate groups at Loyola University Chicago, Roosevelt University, and U of I at Chicago.  

Information about the Chicago Section NCW celebration was on our Local Section website at http://membership.acs.org/C/Chicago/chemday04.html
This was the second year of the National Chemistry Week Activity Patch program for the Chicago Section.  The program was developed to encourage participation of youth groups such as the Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H Clubs, Campfire USA, YMCA and others in National Chemistry Week (NCW) activities.  Announcements went out through the library system and Chicagoland schools. 

Youth groups were asked to complete four activities below by December 1, 2004 in order to obtain a National Chemistry Week Activity Patch.

Activities:

1. Enter the NCW contests.

2. Attend National Chemistry Day at Loyola University on October 23, 2004.

3. Explore the National ACS/NCW website and write a short essay about a topic you find interesting.

4. Learn about a career in chemistry and write an essay or draw a poster that tells about, or depicts a famous chemist.

5. Conduct hands-on activities for younger children.

6. Clean up a local stream or roadway.

7. Conduct a food drive for a local food bank or charity.

As of December five scouts had completed the requirements for the badge. A letter was sent out December 15 containing their patch and congratulating the recipients on their success.

