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Appendix 5:  Activities and Programs Not Otherwise Covered 

Past Chair

The Section was a finalist in two categories at the ChemLuminary Awards in 2004, Outstanding Local Section Very Large Size and Local Section-Division Interaction.  We won the Outstanding Local Section Award for our accomplishments in 2003.  In addition, we received the inaugural Local Section-Division Award for the symposium on Adjunct Faculty Issues in Higher Education presented at the Great Lakes Regional Meeting in the spring of 2003.  The symposium was co-sponsored by the Section and the Division of Professional Relations and organized by the Chairs of the Section and the Division.

Continuing Education
The continuing education committee decided to alter the format for their lectures.  After the low enrollments for separate lectures on Saturday mornings forced cancellation of a number of planned Continuing Education courses, the committee decided to hold the lectures as part of the topical group programs at the regular Friday night dinner meetings of the Section when the attendance would be much greater.  The first lecture by Dr. Robert Botto on  "Illuminating the Structure and Self-Assembly of Alzheimer's Beta-Amyloid Fibrils by NMR" had to be cancelled one week before this talk due to an auto accident involving Dr. Botto.  It was finally given at the November 2004 Chicago ACS dinner meeting.
 

High School Education
1.  The High School Education Committee sponsored a teacher activity at the Local Section NCW event at Loyola University.  This activity was covered in detail in Appendix I, Activity 2.

2.  Students from the Chicago land area took the Local United States Olympiad on March 20, 2004 and the National Exam on April 17, 2004.  Both competitions were under the direction of Dr. David Crumrine at Loyola University.  Two Chicagoland students, Michael Bilow and Caleb Ng, ranked amongst the top twenty students nationwide.  Both students attended the study camp in Colorado during the summer.  We also had two additional students rank in the top 50 (High Honors)- Felix Yap and Daniel Cullina.  
3.  The Scholarship Exam was held at Loyola University on May 8, 2004 under the direction of Dr. Daniel Graham.  Over 80 students participated.  Each student and teacher of a nominated student was invited to attend the Awards Night on June 25, 2004.  

Gibbs Arrangements
On May 21, 2004, the Gibbs Award Dinner was held for 130 attendees with the notable exception of the Gibbs Awardee, Ronald Breslow.  Professor Breslow tried to get to Chicago by plane all day, and, as the diners were being seated at 7:30 PM, called to say that he would not be able to get to Chicago at all.  The National ACS Executive Director, Madeleine Jacobs, who was prepared to introduce the awardee, gave a fascinating summary of Dr. Breslow’s career and his research into a cancer drug that may be able to change cancer cells into normal cells.  She even sang a song that she had prepared to welcome Dr. Breslow, anticipating his entrance just in time to speak.  Ms. Jacobs was wonderfully interesting to the audience and saved the day.  Dr. Charles Casey, the President of the National ACS presented the award to Ronald Breslow, with the award being accepted in absentia by Dr. Jim Burke, Chair of the Board of the National ACS.  After all but 25 attendees left, Ms. Jacobs, Dr. Casey, Dr. Burke, and Mr. Flint Lewis, Secretary of the National ACS, fielded questions for 45 minutes.  The dinner was excellent, and the evening was a success for everyone, except for Ronald Breslow, who was probably still on an airplane.

House
The Chicago Section sponsored three special meetings this year, that were a departure from our normal format as an experiment to interest additional members to participate in our activities:

July 1, 2004 

An informal semi-private dinner with Dr. Catherine Woytowicz provided a candid insider’s view of a chemist’s role in Colin Powell’s U.S. Department of State.  17 people attended.

July 23, 2004  

The Chair’s Summer Social:  An evening of dinner and play.  Sixty-one members attended a presentation of “Fiddler on the Roof” at Drury Lane Oakbrook.

September 19, 2004

A joint meeting was held with the Joliet Local Section.  The Chicago Section provided the speaker, Dr. Romesh Kumar from Argonne National Laboratories, who gave a timely presentation about hydrogen and fuel cells.

The Joliet Section hosted the event at the Auditorium Hall at the University of St. Francis, Joliet, Illinois. Forty members attended from the Chicago Section, and from the Joliet Section, a highly significant 250 (mostly high school and college students).

The Joliet Section does not have a formal dinner set up, however eating informally at the University’s cafeteria was found to be a most enjoyable experience, and gave members of each section an opportunity to mix and trade ideas and experiences.

Program
The Chicago Section hosts ten monthly meetings each year.  Some of them have a specific focus, such as the annual Gibbs Award Banquet, the Public Affairs meeting and the Basolo Medal Award evening.  The programs for the remaining meetings are the responsibility of the Program Committee.  Including the special meetings, the primary speaker for each monthly meeting in 2004 were as follows:

	January 23
	Sharon Bertsch McGrayne
	Claire C. Patterson:  A Chemist Leads the Fight Against Leaded Gasoline

	February 20
	Dr. Charles "Chip" Palmer 
DuPont Textiles and Intermediates
	Spandex Technology - The Science of Stretch and Recovery

	March 19
	Dr. Sara Risch
from "Science by Design"
	Public Affairs Meeting:
" The Flavor of Chemistry or the Chemistry of Flavors"

	April 23
	Dr. Richard P. Van Duyne
Northwestern University
	Nanoparticle Optics for Surface-Enhanced Sensing and Spectroscopy

	May 21
	Prof. Ronald Breslow
Columbia University
	Gibbs Medal Award:
Progress on a New Approach to Cancer Chemotherapy

	June 25
	Dr. Donald Wink
University of Illinois, Chicago
	Education Night:  Relevance and Chemistry Education

	September 23
	Romesh Kumar 
Argonne Nat'l Labs
	Joint with the Joliet Section:
Hydrogen & Fuel Cells: Where We Are, Where We Are Headed

	October 22
	Dr. Malcolm H. Chrisholm
Ohio State University
	Basolo Medal Award:
Routes to New Generation Polymers Employing Single-site Metal Alkoxide Catalysts, Polyesters, Polyethers and Polycarbonates from Renewable Resources

	November 19
	Dr. Eloy Rodriguez
Cornell University
	Julius Stieglitz Award:
Chemical Novelty from the Amazonian Jungles and Carribean Seas:  Playgrounds for Synthetic Organic Chemists and Chemical Biologists

	December 10
	Sheila G. Bailey
NASA
	Missions to Mars – Past, Present, And Future


Budget Director
The final Budget report of 2004 indicates the year ended in the black. The original Budget prepared last January for 2004 suggested that the Section would end with a deficit of $20,977.63.  The actual lower expenses of 2004 offset the income, which was less than the predicted amount, resulting in a surplus of $7,927.18.  The Section still needed to make investment transfers into its checking account over the budgeted amount but the rate was still less than in the previous year.  Overspending occurred for the following accounts: High School Education, telephone, treasurer, web and miscellaneous expenses, which consisted of the Bulk Powder Conference.  Next year’s budget has been adjusted for these expenses to reflect what was spent this year. The Section is continuing to look into ways to reduce our expenses while still providing quality member’s services.  The final budget of 2004 is attached to this report.

In September of 2004, the new 2005 budget was approved by the Board of Directors. A copy of the 2005 budget has been included with this report.  

Bylaws
The Bylaws committee submitted a revision to the National ACS for approval of changes to Bylaw XV: “Rules of the Award of the Willard Gibbs Medal”.  The proposed changes clarify the roles of the Section Chair-elect, the Willard Gibbs Jury Chair, and the Section Chair in the Rules of the Award of the Willard Gibbs Medal.

Long Range Planning

The committee met in March and reviewed the Section’s Long Range Plan.  Items accomplished were removed and others were modified. As a result of this meeting, we now offer resume reviews locally through the office, the Minute Men program has been revived at area businesses and schools, we have held a meeting at a local university joint with the Joliet Section, and we are planning a luncheon rather than dinner meeting in April 2005.

National Affairs
The committee, consisting of Councilors and Alternate Councilors, met before each National Meeting to discuss the agenda.  All of the Councilors attended the spring meeting in Anaheim.  Eleven Councilors and two Alternates attended the fall meeting in Philadelphia.

Office Affairs
The Chair of the Office Affairs committee is now a separate position from that of Budget Director.  The members of the committee met with the Office Manager in July to discuss her annual evaluation, which was very positive.

A form has been designed for tasks that will require a significant amount of the Office Manager’s time. These tasks must include a time frame and be prioritized.

The task of folding and stuffing ballots for the Section election is taking too much time with too few volunteers.  Next year we plan to outsource it.

Policy
The Policy committee presented its recommendations for candidates to be considered by the Board at the appropriate times for Gibbs jurors, Comptroller and Assistant Comptroller, Bulletin editor, Councilor and Alternate Councilor, Nominating Committee and Publications Business Manager. 

The Chair of Policy updated the Policy Declarations to reflect changes made by the Board during 2004.

Distinguished Service Award
The Distinguished Service Award from the Chicago Section was awarded to Lawrence Berman in recognition of his outstanding contributions to our Local Section and to our community.

GLRM
The 36th Annual Great Lakes Regional Meeting was held at the Hotel Pere Marquette, Peoria, Illinois, October 17-20, 2004.  It was a very successful meeting, and many Chicago Section members took part in the program, among them, Dr. James Shoffner who spoke during a program discussing “Diversity Issues in the Chemical Sciences High School.”

The Steering Committee met for the Annual Business Meeting, and was chaired by Dr. Ken Olsen, General co-chair of the 2003 GLRM hosted by the Chicago Section.  He also gave the final report and summary from the 35th GLRM.  The initial report of the 36th meeting in Peoria was given, as well as a preview of the planning for the 37th meeting in Milwaukee in 2006.

Michelle Gandy of the ACS Office of Regional Meeting presented the view that the Regional meetings be upgraded in facilities and held in hotels or convention centers (as they were in Peoria, and will be in Milwaukee) to attract more industry and government participation and become “mini” National meetings.  Discussion followed.

Willard Gibbs Jurors
It is the responsibility of each year’s Chair-Elect to chair the Willard Gibbs Jury for the Chicago Section.  The logic behind this choice is that by the time the Gibbs Medal is presented, the Chicago Section will be in a new administrative year, and the Chair of the Gibbs Jury will be the Chair of the Section at the time of hosting of the Gibbs Award Banquet.

The Willard Gibbs Jury is composed of twelve prominent and accomplished chemists from diverse regions and disciplines.  Each jury member submits a package nominating a worthy candidate to receive the Medal in the coming year.

In 2003-4 we received nine packages, nominating eight outstanding chemists for the award.  Each juror then reviews the packages and submits a three-tier vote, such that second and third-choice candidates are counted for each juror.  After this vote the field was narrowed to three candidates, and after an additional vote, to two candidates.  Professor Ronald Breslow, The Samuel Latham Mitchill Professor of Chemistry and University Professor from Columbia University Department of Chemistry, was finally selected as the Willard Gibbs Medalist for 2004.

The Willard Gibbs Award Banquet was held on May 21 at the North Shore Lights banquet facility of the Hotel Moraine in Highwood Illinois.  As reported in the Gibbs Arrangements section of this report, Professor Breslow was unavoidably detained from the banquet in his honor by a combination of inclement weather in Chicago and timid airlines.  The medal was accepted in absentia by Dr. Jim Burke, Chair of the Board of the National ACS.  Professor Breslow has agreed to give his talk to the Chicago Section in 2005. 

WCC
This year the WCC had a series of nine articles published in the Chemical Bulletin and on the web featuring women in chemistry, both famous and not so well known. At seven of our Section dinner meetings these articles were presented in poster form. This was our primary goal for 2004 and has been well received.  We have had no difficulty attracting volunteers to write one article, and some are even willing to do a second one.  Having them displayed as posters at dinner meetings has generated much rewarding conversation.  We are continuing this activity in 2005.

The following subjects were highlighted in 2004:

Introduction

Alice Hamilton

Madeleine Jacobs

Kathleen Carrado

Ka Yee Lee

Alanah Fitch, Linda Brazdil, Susan Shih

Gerty Cori

Jennifer Holmgren

At the Chicago Section's NCW celebration, the WCC had a display featuring some of the posters.  We also had copies of the articles available for any interested persons.  One high school teacher is considering having her students write some articles for us.
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Two members of the committee participated in a Science Camp for middle school girls sponsored by AT&T and the College of DuPage.  We met with 50 girls and carried out some experiments with them in the college labs.  The girls made soap and hand cream and were thrilled to take these home and use them.

Our Topical Group presentation on issues facing women in chemistry was postponed until spring of 2005.

We have not yet developed a formal mentoring system but a significant amount of informal mentoring occurs at Section dinner meetings.

