LOCAL SECTION ANNUAL REPORT

PART IV

Committee on Minority Affairs Awards

·  Best Overall Local Section Committee on Minority Affairs
This award is given by the Committee on Minority Affairs and recognizes a local section committee on minority affairs that consistently promotes and encourages the participation and leadership of underrepresented minorities in the chemical sciences.  Examples of qualifying activities may include mentoring minority students, collaborative events with minority advocacy organizations in science, science fairs in underrepresented communities, and programs that foster awareness of minority contributions to the chemical sciences. 

ACS Local Section Annual Report Part IV

ChemLuminary Award Nominations

Local Section:  Chicago Section


Award Category: Best Overall Local Section Committee on Minority Affairs
 Contact Person:


Name

Allison Aldridge




Address
4704 W. Euclid Ave, #2C, Rolling Meadows, IL  60008

Phone

847-776-7917



Fax        
847-937-5842



E-mail   
Allison.Aldridge@abbott.com
Description of Activity/Program: Please provide a synopsis of the activity/program and state clearly, in 1,000 words or less, why the activity/program merits consideration for this particular award. Only activities/programs that were held in 2004 are eligible for consideration.  You may wish to include the following in your description: Name of Activity/Program; Date Conducted; Site/Location; Number of Participants. Please refer to the specific guidelines for each award. Descriptions are limited to 1,000 words  or less.   
The Chicago section Committee on Minority Affairs provided judges for the Chicao Public Schools Science Fair (judges) at the Museum of Science and Industry in March.  The CMA in conjunction with the membership affairs committee provided two interactive demonstrations at  National Chemistry Day held at Loyola University in October.  In accordance with the theme, one experiment involved a dilute acid solution to mimic an upset stomach and an antacid to make it better.  The other was the vanilla in the balloon to show how the lungs work.  At least 100 students participated in the demonstrations.  

The CMA also gave a PowerPoint presentation entitled “Careers in Chemistry at Waukegan High School” to several chemistry classes in March in their career center.  The presentation gave an overview of the five categories of chemsitry and the myriad of careers from those categories.  The careers information came from the “I know you’re a chemist but what do you do” literature.  It also provided information to the students about the programs available to them from the ACS.  The programs mentioned were Project SEED, ACS Scholars, and the chemistry Olympiad.   Teachers were also told they could become Chicago ACS  affiliates for $15 per year.  Approximately 80 students attended one of three presentations.  

The same presentation was given in June to about fifteen high school students who were part of the ICI Discovery program at the University of Illinois-Chicago.  The program is designed to expose students to science and encourage them to do a science project.  The presentation also included a section on the pharmaceutical industry, which was requested by the students.  Two experiments were given to the students; one was an example of acid-base chemistry and the other was one of polymer chemistry.  The CMA returned to Waukegan High School to participate in the Career Fair in April.  Approximately 40 students received information on careers in chemistry including literature published by the ACS.  General questions were also discussed about chemistry, the pharmaceutical industry, the stock market, and other topics.  

Please provide a 2-3 sentence abstract that describes your activity.  If you are selected as a finalist, this abstract will appear in the program booklet distributed at the ChemLuminary Awards on August  30, 2005 at the Fall National Meeting in Washington, DC.

The Chicago section has participated in several events to provide under-represented students with information on the ACS programs designed to encourage them to consider a career in the chemical sciences in addition to the many fields in the chemical sciences. 

Please include a photogragh (digital preferred) that shows the event/activity in action.  Photos from winning local sections will be displayed as part of the ChemLuminary Awards AV production.

The Title Slide from the June PowerPoint Presentation to High School Students at the University of Illinois in Chicago
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